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Academic Reading Comprehension Assessment Instructions

PLEASE READ THIS BEFORE TAKING THE EXAM

Please wait for the proctor’s instruction to turn the page and start Part 1.

The Comprehension Exam has been designed to measure your ability to conduct academic research by reading in a
secondary research language. Exams are designed using texts submitted by faculty in the departments and

discipline
will have

The exam

s, and reflect the level of reading comprehension expected for students working in those areas. Examinees
different texts than others taking the exam at the same time.

consists of three parts. You have 2 Hours and 10 Minutes to complete the exam.

Please see the instructions and the time limit for each part below:

Instructions

Time
Limit

Part I:
Reading &
Note Taking

In this part, you will read the text, using a print dictionary, and make notes for yourself on key claims
in the text’s argument(s) and the most important supporting information on the scratch paper provided.

Part Il of the exam will be graded on your ability to reproduce the most important claims and pieces of
information in the text. While you are reading during Part | of the exam, be sure to focus on identifying
the key claims in the text’s argument(s) and the most important supporting information.

At the end of the 60-minute limit, the text will be collected and a Mac laptop will be distributed by the
proctor.

1 hour

Part I1:
Summary
Protocol

With reference to your notes—but NOT to the text itself—you will write a summary protocol. This is a
reproduction, in your own words, of the argument of the text. You should include the most important
claims of the argument, and as much of the supporting evidence as you have comprehended.

This part is graded on your ability to express the key elements of the argument in the text as accurately
as possible.

You MAY NOT include additional information you may know of, but which is not contained in the
text.

You SHOULD NOT TRANSLATE.

At the end of the allotted time, the summary protocol document in the computer must be saved and
closed. The original text will be returned by the proctor before you start Part I11.

30
minutes

Part I11:
Short Answer
&
Translation

Using the original text again, you will answer three short-response questions and then translate a short
passage from the original text.

The short answer questions will be graded on your ability to connect specific terms or phrases to the
larger argumentative context of the text.

The translation portion will be graded based on the clarity and accuracy with which the meaning of the
original passage is conveyed.

Both the original text and the computers will be collected by the proctor at the end of the 40-minute
time limit and before examinees leave the room.

40
minutes




ARABIC ACADEMIC READING COMPREHENSION ASSESSMENT
Sample Exam
PartI: Reading & Note taking Time limit:
1 hour

Read the text, using a print dictionary, and make notes for yourself on key
points and important details.
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Part 11: Summary Protocol Time limit:
30 minutes

With reference to your notes—but NOT to the text itself— reproduce, in your own
words, the argument of the text.

Remember that:

This part is graded on your ability to express the key elements of the
argument in the text as accurately as possible.

You should focus on including the most important claims of the argument,

and as much of the supporting evidence as you can remember.

You should NOT include additional information not contained in the text.

You should NOT translate the text

Please type your response in the Microsoft Word document labeled “Your UCID-Part IT” in the folder
“Your UCID”’.



Part III: Short Answer & Translation

Using the original text again, answer three short-response questions and then Time limit:

translate the short passage provided. 40 minutes

Remember that:
e The short answer questions will be graded on your ability to connect

specific terms or phrases to the larger argumentative context of the text
e The translation portion will be graded based on the clarity and accuracy

with which the meaning of the original passage is conveyed.

Please type your response in the Microsoft Word document labeled “Your

UCID-Part III” in the folder “Your UCID”.

Questions

1. How does the author describe the emergence of 3l Jis1? (Lines 1-6)
2. What is the approach of 4 jix<ll toward the Quran and why? (Lines 13-16)
3. According to the author, how do 414l reconcile their position on 4= 55 and on the status of

the Quran? (Lines18-25)

Translate the following passage into accurate, idiomatic English (Lines 7-9):
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